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4
The Poetess

The poetess’ eyes are as big as joy. Her skin oozes
with sorrow. Her hair is braided around her neck.
Winged, she stands, facing the invisible and telling her
tale: “Once upon a time he came to me like a dream.
Like an opening in the sky. His eyes were inquisitive
and his mouth mute. When his hands touched mine, |
felt that God had found his abode inside me. Then, |
entered the opening in the sky and my braids melted.
With his coming | held a flower. From its insides came
birds, winds, neighing and fire

| ran to the rosary

He comes, he comes not, he comes, he comes not. . .
And | fled to the dream like a dervish

The years were still in the rosary

And my flower hid inside it. .. dead

“He comes”. .. was a dream chasing me

It turned me into a heap of light in the darkness

A tiny star that pushes me to the song

To color the holes in my old braids

To embroider a woman

A roaring lioness

| run and run toward my death-dream

My dream is death

He comes, he comes not

He loves me, he loves me not

The rosary beads are still roaring, roaring

And waiting for him. .. to come

5
The Dejected One

A hand mill, a millstone goes round and round the
walls of my heart / It opens its mouth to my face: “do
not come near, do not touch, lest you kill the virginity

of your skull / you are nineteen-years-old, your dreams
are fresh / do not travel to the stars, do not touch
the mill”

Words dance in my head as if in a ritual

“Thorns will be implanted in your naked body

The hanging ropes will mute your voice

Do not try to dance on the wings of the wind

Do not neigh at night

For no one will mend your sighs

Do not touch the mill

It is stronger than the sultan’s scepter

Stronger than Zeus’ wand

Do not come near my daughter

Lest you became a ewe slaughtered midday”

“Hide your dreams and guard them well

Strangle the light’s child, lest you give birth to a fire
Lest your tiny star glitter”

“Do not come near the mill, my daughter

Do not touch...

Mill, mill, mill.
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6
The Naive One

The naive one is a heap of flesh. Nothing lives in her
except her eyes. They silently watch women'’s chatter
about braiding dreams.

All of a sudden she wails as if barking:

“l, alone, did not know the meaning of the dream, yet |
knew it. How could | have not? My dream was amid the
heaps of laundry and gnawing at the walls so that | can
withstand my pain. So that the house would not fall upon
my head with seven children in my lap. The children | fed
misery and sorrow. They sold me in the slave market. My
only sin was that | was over the hill. So that | may not be
branded a “spinster,” they sold me.

[.. .1 All the girls of my generation spoke about the
eternal ring and | had none. They spoke of that night and
I hadn’t a night to even dream.When that buyer came,
they sold me.They sold me. They sold me. No, | sold
myself.

On the first night | tasted happiness. Afterwards, the taste
of bitterness started - bitterness that was a tree of
torture imprinted upon my body (... ) You all tasted the
dream and | was left to dry sweat from the floors. He
was always happy because of his ways with the green
grass. They were both always sad. He was always ecstatic.
His meat was alive, but ours dry.

There is the one who resolved my spinsterhood. He
made me look like other women by filling my womb with
his semen which begets the seeds of eternal misery [...]
| returned home for the last time and | woke up here.
All women, together, “the naive one was killed, because
she did not master the art of protest and dreaming. Her
sea was not like ours. Her sea was inside her, without

waves. The protracted submission killed her. . .*

7
Fatima

Fatima traveled from their world two hundred years ago.
Her golden braids crowned with spikes of grain. After she
heard the poetess’s words, she said: “My sea is not like
yours. There, in the spike fields, my cheeks took on a new
color. Their glow penetrated my eyes. | used to love the
whispering of the glowing spikes and wrap myself in their
yellow waves. | heard the sound of a reed flute from afar.
My feet took me to its music and | saw him. His kafiyya
was the most beautiful thing | had ever seen. His
mustache too. The wheat fields started to beckon me at
dawn. | would fill the water-jug and braid the bundles of
spikes to the sound of the flute.

My sea was a heap of spikes. His eyes appeared amid the
yellow waves. He said: Hello and handed me a spike of
grain. My time was set to the tempo of the flute. Every
dawn | would go to fill the jug. He said: Do you like the
sound of the flute? | said:Yes, it is beautiful. He said: No
more beautiful than you are.

| did not know that a fox was lying in wait. The spikes
killed me. All women, together: “Fatima was killed. For no
reason except that she loved the spikes. She did not
know his name. She did not taste or smell him. She only
loved the spikes and the wail of the flute. The spikes
killed her and so did the flute.
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