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In every shop | mounted a
photograph of another
professional, thus forming a
network of interrelated

professionals

N R o @

Professionals Joshua Simon

Street Project 1 On Ibn Gabirol, Mane, Dubnoy,
Tzeitlin, King David Blvd., and Modigliani streets

| live on Dubnov Street in Tel Aviv. Last
spring I found my Dad’s old Rollifex
camera. I started taking pictures in the
neighborhood, pictures of people who get
up every morning and travel in to make
their living there. These are the
professionals.

The exhibition features twelve
photographs of people who were around
when I was growing up, including the
pediatrician, kindergarten teacher,
shopkeeper, shoemaker, the electricians,
greengrocers, school principal and fine arts
scholar, the cleaning lady, stationary store
and houseware store owners, and those
who work in the Xerox place. I would like
to think of this group as a community; the
community that made me who I am today
— the guy who perceives himself as an artist.

The neighborhood, the place where I
grew up, is my homeland, my country. For
me, it is Tel Aviv — surrounded by Ramat
Aviv to the north, Jaffa to the south, the
Mediterranean Sea to the west, and
Jerusalem to the east — that is my

“hometown” in every sense of the word.
This is how I feel about my home.

When I was still in elementary school,
I started going to the grocery store by
myself. That’s how I got to know Yitzhak,
Betty and their children - Yossi, Kochav,
Oren and Chen. When I was a little older,
my mom would send me on different
errands, and on my way, I discovered the
neighborhood.

At first I would go to Eric the
shoemaker or Avraham in the houseware
store because my parents sent me there,
but in time we got to know each other, and
they became a kind of extended family
to me.

The professionals in the neighborhood
have been working there for many years,
some of them live in the area, and all have
become an integral part of it. In every shop
I mounted a photograph of another
professional, demonstrating the fact that
Eric the shoemaker contracts the services
of the electricians, who shop in Yitzhak’s
grocery store, etc., thus forming a network
of professionals.

I would like to think of my
neighborhood as a community. Another
person who grew up there would have
probably focused on different people; still,
one can definitely get an impression of the
neighborhood just by passing through
the places where the photographs are
on display. This walk through the
neighborhood is an important and integral
part of the show.
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