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The photographs delineate the
artist’s living space as a Palestinian

Unrecognized Ahlam Shibli

The village of Arab al Na’im is “unrecognized”

by the State of Israel; unrecognized
therefore nonexistent, so to speak. In
Unrecognized the photographs of Arab al
Na'im document an entity which,
according to Israel Land Administration,
does not exist. Ahlam Shibli documented
the village during the time she was
employed as a social worker there, as well
as in other “unrecognized” Arab villages
in the Galilee.

Up until 1948 the residents of Arab al
Na'im lived in the Tefen area; after 1948
they were granted an area of land totaling
50 acres registered with the Land Registry
Office. In 1964, the IDF evacuated the
villagers, tore down the houses, and
annexed the area to be firing range no. 9.

Nowadays, Arab al Na'im has 900
residents. Since it is unrecognized by the

Israel Land Administration, it has been
denied basic infrastructure and utilities.
There is no electricity, but some of the
residents have generators. Since there are
no pipelines, water is brought to the village
in water tanks. The kindergarten
organized by “the 40th Association”, is set
up in a tin hut, and once a week medical
services are provided through a mobile
Sick Fund.

The children go to school in Sahnin;
the school-bus stop is 2 km away from the
village. Most of the residents work in
Carmiel and Sahnin. The women are
home-makers; they do the washing by
hand, bake bread and look after the family.

The photographs presented here
elaborate on Shibli’s endeavors to delineate
her living space as a Palestinian artist. In
her previous show, Wadi Saleib in Nine
Volumes, she documented and charted
house ruins and worn objects as an attempt
at reconstructing the lives of the

Palestinians up until 1948.

In Unrecognized, the photographs once
again document and map out the surface,
the village people, their houses,
possessions and surroundings. Through
direct documentation, the artist indicates
the impossible gap between the real-
human-subjective-intimate notion of
“home” - the actual-existing home, and
the home as found on the maps — the legal
“home” according to the State of Israel.

Shibli highlights a contradiction
between two systems of signs: one strives
to show, indicate and present that which is
ostensibly nonexistent, the other prefers
to disregard and efface the existent; two
systems of signification that undermine
one another.

Ahlam Shibli exposes the powers
capable of shattering the illusion of
effacement - these are the real powers of
human existence, powers that mark their
presence in situ.
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