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There is No Such Place as Far Away Samira Wahbi
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S amira Wahbi photographs women. She knows

most of them since they are either family
members or neighbors from Dalyat al
Carmel where she resides. She
photographs every day, as a chronicle of
female existence. Not the chronicles of a
dominated periphery or margins, but
rather that of a substantial center. She
photographs that which is closest to her,
drawing away in order to observe.

In Wahbi’s photographs, the domestic,
public, political and religious living space
is signified as a space where the women are
always ‘on duty.” They are depicted at a
wedding, standing in line, waving a candle
to the tune of a love song, or surrounding
the bride-to-be awaiting the groom’s
family members coming to ask for her
hand. They are at once a support group
and a control group. It is a religious,
political, public role designed to sustain
the existent. Even when she photographs
in Druse pilgrimage sites, the religious-
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The domestic, public, political and religious living space is signified as a space

where the women are always ‘on duty.’

There is No Such Place as Far Away Samira Wahbi

political-male site is portrayed as a female
locus. However, this is not an appropri-
ation of a male-political-religious realm by
a female eye in the tradition of feminist
photography. Before the women go in to
pray, the men leave the grave and clear the
place for female presence. This is not a
division into a “men’s gallery” and
“women’s gallery” as in an orthodox Jewish
synagogue, but rather an indication of the
intricacy of parallel existence, life in a
space that is at once entirely male and
entirely female.

Wahbi outlines for herself a twofold
position. The point of view assumed by
her camera lies on the borderline in-
between inside and outside; a point of view
which at once originates in her and
contains her. She documents the prayer
and takes part in it at one and the same
time. She wanders among these women
with whom she is so familiar. Despite the
camera she directs at them, she herself is

transparent, a part of the place, a part of
the landscape; she is absorbed amongst
them, restlessly encircling them, taking
upon herself, along with them, a shared
past, present and future.

In a single color photograph
incorporated in the show, the artist
constructs a network of gazes: the mother
is seen sitting in the living room, sewing a
white fabric, an allusion to the coming
wedding day. Sitting on the sofa is one of
the girls, observing herself in the mirror;
on the wall behind her is a wedding picture
of one of the family girls. A triangle is
created between the three women, where
each will either be in the future or has
already been the subject of their
sister/daughter picture. The artist is
outside the frame; the triangle exists
without her, yet it is her that outlines and
positions it. She marks a territory —a living
space that embraces a spectrum of locations
and viewpoints.
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In a single color photograph incorporated in
the show, the artist constructs a network of
gazes: the mother is seen sewing a white
fabric, an allusion to the coming wedding day.
Sitting on the sofa is one of the girls, observing
herself in the mirror; on the wall behind her
is a wedding picture of another daughter.
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Even when she photographs in Druse

pilgrimage sites, the religious-political-
male site is portrayed as a female locus.
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