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The exhibit Mother Tongue (Museum of Art Ein Harod, 2002)
attempted to link biography with geography. Most of the 22 artists
who participated in the exhibit were born in Israel. However, the
experiences their parents faced when migrating from Arab/Muslim
countries to Israel is integral to the way they define their identities.
What is the place of the Arabic language—an absent-presence
in the case of Mizrahi Jews—in shaping these identities? What
are the Arab and Jewish cultural-visual relationships that inhabit
them? To what extent are they “passable” in the field of Israeli
art? The exhibit examines a history wherein Mizrahiness has been
constructed as Otherness (and the subversion of this construction),
and recognizes Mizrahiness as a cultural-political option with the
power to bring about cultural change. The works that follow are

accompanied by a text by exhibit curator Tal Ben Zvi.

Mother Tongue
Museum of Art Ein Harod, 2002

Curator: Tal Ben Zvi

Museum Director: Galia Bar Or
Installation: Yaniv Shapira
Administration: Ayala Basor, Amira Gardi

Registration: Ayala Oppenheimer

Photographs: Avraham Hay (pp. 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 41, 53,
57, 63, 81, 83, 89, 91, 97, 99), Dan Lahav (pp. 69, 71)

Special Thanks: Asaf Zippor, Shelly Cohen, Tali Rosin
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Meir Gal Jl> ;50 72 7'RD

N"D 75x86 ,V1X D17¥7,1997 ,(D"11IWA'{7 0 7V D'NITNMN) NNIXNTYIIX 7NN YW

Q@ A1xVo d"_ngJ_A 5)9_.4 )44V (PSLA_I_\SJ)_; > ‘)9_@)4&_”) &.‘:La_v_v)’ OB O A
Nine out of Four Hundred (The West and The Rest), 1997, color photograph, 86x75 cm

T AR 7NN T an ,'bo7a 1T INK L1956 ,0'7w1 7711 71 KN *
oadly:yell yo Laladly udn wlé o aially V40T juaall joaly JL> ,uto .J'DDYD
Meir Gal born in Jerusalem, 1956. Mother born in Palestine, her . J.14] s .Jlg0 4 o

parents born in Morocco; Father born in Palestine
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Meir Gal JL> ;50 72 7'RD

N"D 75x86 V1Y D17X11,2001 ,(Arms Pit) 17110 X77

(w A1xVo E\_»;J_,o )90 AEER (AI’I’T’IS Pit) o'g.i; 092
Untitled (Arms Pit), 2001, color photograph, 86x75 cm
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Pinchas Cohen Gan jl> y&¢S ywlsiy 11172 DNIN

1974 ,TIM7'W0
1AVE olblis

Activities, 1974

1981 ,71"7N1AXDNN TINXI

VAA) dyyguo sz U giall
Metaformal Art, 1981

198311 1712 DNIN
VAT gl pgS ol

Pinchas Cohen Gan, 1983

1986 ,JI'NIDX TIINX
VAAT .y, 1 ygiall
Atomic Art, 1986

1991, 710211 1Y V'ANTT 17D

133 cnilly sy Ll sgmidl pugolal]

Dictionary of Semantic Painting and Sculpting, 1991

y)j_l"ulei‘QgéAJg o> 0—24S vl su 11942171M0,017N1 7711 11 1710 DNIA *

Pinchas Cohen Gan born in Meknes (Morocco), 1942 )45V
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Pinchas Cohen Gan jl> y0sS ywlazay 121712 DNID

1988 ,12 NN IX'11N :0'0DATi
YAAA o QLQ) ) :mch_._]c_o.

Prints: Ramat Gan Museum, 1988

1992 , 711NV N7X1
1447 slawl oiag
And These Are the Names, 1992

1992-1969 1" 7V MIT11Y
14471414 455 Lo Jlacl
Works on Paper, 1969-1992

1994 ,MM1LOD1N TI1'Y
188 gulall slac]

Remaking of History, 1994

1999 ,'TNANIT 1 TON DAWA ,TIINX
1444 . claisX] pliailly yeslall . ygsall
Art, Law, and the Social Order, 1999

2000 ,"w'7Wil 711 VNN 7Y D70 DN

T edledl gl oo sl dy)lass
The Architecture of Evil in the Third Reich, 2000
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Yaacob Ronen Morad sl,0 ;yiig) wgdsy TN 1110 1j7Y°

N"D 300x50,71 7V T11YN 017XT1,2000 ,(117101) NI X77

o 051+ ilad e duib iy T (dloy) plyic gp
Untitled (Ramla), 2000, manipulated photograph on canvas, 50x300 cm

—oadgal, o g, we—dsy JNIVIT7NIMIN.1966 117101 T711 TN 1110 A7y K
Yaacob Ronen Morad born in Holon (Israel), 1966. . 3l,=]l y0oladlg VAT (yg Jg >

Parents born in Iraq




Yaacob Ronen Morad sl,0 ;yiig) wgdsy TN 1110 1j7Y°

Nn"D 100x70 ,Y1X 017X7T1,1998 ,(D"7W1NT) TINTD X77

L= Vex). E\_ngJ_A 5)9_.4 N 44A (d_\:_\_é_”) 0'9_\L 09
Untitled (Jerusalem), 1998, color photograph, 70x100 cm



Yaacob Ronen Morad sl,0 ;yiig) wgdsy TN 1110 1j7Y°

Nn"D 70x100 ,V1X D17XT1,1998 ,(i17'11) TNTID X77

=YY ).oxVe E\_vgJ_,o ng_\a ) 44A (E\J_!_v-;‘) oig.i; 09
Untitled (Nargile), 1998, color photograph, 100x70 cm
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Dafna Shalom poll& 4ies  DI7W MIDT

Nn"D 100x100,]117711NY D17X71,2002 ,0'W] TINTY

Q@ Yoex)eo .)9_\_\:“ o __15)9_.4‘)—‘ Td"_!_‘an_.J 15)9_‘4_0_[" |
The Women'’s Gallery, 2002, B&W photograph, 100x100 cm

pod Lo 4 ies MM T 1IN APNN NT7 DK 1966 1'IX 7N NT711 D17W 1107 K
Dafna Shalom bornin .l o Lasdlgg oy a1l oo Lgsadly VAT Conl J5 6 wa Ty

Tel Aviv, 1966. Mother born in Morocco; Father born in Yemen



Baruch Shacham pl>gd #o)b DN N1 P

TNX 72 N"D 50x40 ,0'D7"1IX~DM17XT 8 7¥ NT0D ,2002 ,N'7N{1 D : 71NN

BD‘gJS‘q_m $x0- ‘Z_—z-‘éb-bs-@/\u-ﬂﬂ—m'—w‘f Y;L,_li);._.li
From: Dead Sea, 2002, series of 8 photographs-objects, 40x50 each

ovaall ,aa Ty @l b Fo,L, DINN T NN 1968 DWW T DAY 10D K
Baruch Shacham born in Jerusalem, 1968. Parents bornin .,_as ;0 0latly .V ATA

Egypt



Baruch Shacham pl>gi 79, DNW 7M1

TNX 72 N"D 50x40 ,0'D7"1IX~DM17XT 8 7¥ NT0D ,2002 ,N'7N{1 D : 71NN

B_\_>-|9JS‘q_m $x0- ‘&3_.4|91)9_.4AQ_Q&J_\»_|_\»‘)- Ys;._g_U)_»_._”
From: Dead Sea, 2002, series of 8 photographs-objects, 40x50 each



Khen Shish i d o> w'w N
TINYN M1, M71TA1 71N ,0°%AN 711171 ,2002-1999 ,i17'NX'1T7IN 171N 0'DIA

dalisa plost clinlag 3ol polel dsllay T+ 121388 dliar- o o> 50 Jrolis

Details from: Khen-Djamila, 1999-2002, postcards, objects, papers and stickers, variable sizes

laladlg VAV sbn doady G & o> DWITT7TAMINL970 TAXI AT Ww 0 K

Khen Shish born in Safed, 1970. Parents born in Tunisia . uwigs ;0



Khen Shish i d o> w'w N

TN T 71701 711771,0°%AN ,711'171,2002-1999 ,i17'NX/AT7N : 71710 DDA
daliso plosl clanlag ghel polel.dslla, T+ 121888 dlias—ss o> 10 Joolas

Details from: Khen-Djamila, 1999-2002, postcards, objects, papers and stickers, variable sizes




Khen Shish i d o> w'w N

TN T 71701 711771,0°%AN ,711'171,2002-1999 ,i17'NX/AT7N : 71710 DDA
daliso plosl clanlag ghel polel.dslla, T+ 121888 dlias—ss o> 10 Joolas

Details from: Khen-Djamila, 1999-2002, postcards, objects, papers and stickers, variable sizes




Khen Shish i d o> w'w N

TN T 71701 711771,0°%AN ,711'171,2002-1999 ,i17'NX/AT7N : 71710 DDA
daliso plosl clanlag ghel polel.dslla, T+ 121888 dlias—ss o> 10 Joolas

Details from: Khen-Djamila, 1999-2002, postcards, objects, papers and stickers, variable sizes




Eliyahou Erik Bokobza &ygSgs L)l galldl 7721711 7N 17177X

N"D 110x90,71 7V 1NY ,1999 ,TINT11D X77

o V) XA lad S le ey V484 laic e

Untitled, 1999, oil on canvas, 90x110 c¢cm, privet collection

630Sg <Lyl o a Ll .OmA T IR L1963 DIXDT T, AT 7K 1R K
Eliyahou Erik Bokobza born in Paris, 1963. . u g3 y0 olatly VATV juy)l 64 Ty

Parents born in Tunisia




Eliyahou Erik Bokobza &ygSgs L)l galldl 7721711 7N 17177X

N"D 110x90,T1 7V 1N ,1999 ,MNQWN
Family, 1999, Qil On canvas, 90x110 cm
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Adi Nes  ,ui gac DI17'TY

Nn"D 100x100 ,Y1X D17XT1,2000 ,J7INT11D X77

e ) x) e digla bygus T gleie pgan
Untitled, 2000, color photograph 100x100 cm

ady pu gac IXVUNX T7T 1IN XDDTTID N7 NN L1965 1A I™Mj71 1711,01 Ty *
Adi Nes bornin Kiryat Gat .|l 0 63 Jlgg oliws, S 0 asally V410 wils L, S 8

(Israel), 1965. Mother born in Kurdistan; Father born in Iran
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Adi Nes  ,ui gac DI17'TY

Nn"D 125x100,Y1X D17XT1,2000 ,J7INT11D X77

e V)T diglo gjgm T v ploie g
Untitled, 2000, color photograph 100x125 cm



Yigal Nizri 3 Jlisy ™11 782

N"D 250x200 ,0{7T1A01 177X INX ,2001 11D

Tiger, 2001, wool, acrilan and spandex, 200x250 cm

J e aynn T rax 7N Ty a7 T IR L1973 119N 7711 1T 7X° *
oo g oadly iy el o asally Iadly  Juilw] ;6 cindy asally VAVF Laws 6 oy Sy
Yigal Nizri born in Haifa, 1973. Mother born in Israel, her parents born in ..., 21

Morocco; Father born in Morocco




Yigal Nizri 3 Jlisy ™11 782

1171'W 21 7V 11IDATN,1998 1M1 11701 M1 7K1 1101711 11711 TIX DM'DN 01 TV

bagy> §yg e delidn VA iy, polls o2 s Jlis j9xS0s g_ﬁ e ol TR pod) >
To This Day People Know Me as Victor. Yigal Nizri in His Living Room, 1998, print on paper




Yigal Nizri 3 Jlisy ™11 782

N"D 29x21 V1Y O17¥T1,2000 ,0'NX

@ TxT4 diglo ygun T+ - T g5
Brothers, 2000, color photograph, 21x29 cm



Dafna Shalom p4Jl& 4ies DI7W 10T P

N"D 120x70 ,VAY¥ D17¥71,2002-1998 ,(1 111271 O1") 53 "7 fIWN NTON 71NN
(@ Vex)T- ‘d"_‘vgl.o 8ygud Je-T-)044A ‘(\ Ls)SA_” ‘09__1) oy QL); asdigo &)l_\lv alwlw O
From the series 53 Moshe Dayan Street (memorial day #1), 1998-2002, color photograph, 70x120 cm
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Dafna Shalom poll& 4ies  DI7W MIDT

N"D 120x70 ,V1X 017¥7,2002-1998 ,(1 1170) 53 1" 7T YN T0N 717N
MV‘X\Y' ‘&JgJ_QB)g_\A‘Y' . \'_\qc\/\(‘ L)9-”"4) oy QL)J W) ;M&)Lﬁ alwlw O

From the series 53 Moshe Dayan Street (living room #1), 1998-2002, color photograph, 70x120 cm




Dafna Shalom poll& 4ies  DI7W MIDT

Nn"D 61x51,U1X D17XT1,2002-1998 ,(2 1170) 53 1" T YN MT0N 11NN
=Y 0)x1) ‘E\_‘vgJ_,QB)g_\a‘Y' . \——\ﬂc\/\(\— 09_”_.4) oy L')L”“—‘—‘-‘-’. ;M&)L\L alwlw O

From the series 53 Moshe Dayan Street (living room #2), 1998-2002, color photograph, 51x61 cm




Tal Shohat Lls¢d Js vNIW 7D

(D12) N”D 120x100 ,V1X D17XT1,2002 ,TNT11D X77

Q@ Yeoex) T ‘&9@5)9_.4‘1-- ‘Yu‘g.i.ﬂog;.g
Untitled, 2002, color photograph, 100x120 cm (detail)

oady bilsg i JLb NVRT7 772X, 117 NT'7 ANX 1974 MTNIAT711 DNIW 70 *
Tal Shohat bornin Hadera .,f, .|y o lastlgs Louvid o lgiadly VAVES, ndl | &

(Israel), 1974. Mother born in Libya; Father born in Iran




Rami Maymon a0 l, 111D "M

N"D 600x400 ,1'j7 7V T17 7171"N 2001-2000 ,As If

@ £oox sl Gle sl glag Te )T AsHf
As If, 2000-2001, felt cut on wall, 400x600 cm

‘T..HU:.H_\_@ 0 9—aad g_a‘) J710MD T 1MIN.1976 1TAX TNA T 11NN DY ¢

Rami Maymon born in Tel Aviv, 1976. Parents born in Libya. .L.oJ y0 oladly )4V




Tal Shoshan Ligd Jlb qwiw 70

X2 N"D 30x12 ,71T'N* 16 N1 MTOD,017°X '11 7V D1Y™M,2002 ,13TN 17N X7

@ TIXT - aasly LS basg ) 1 d,l, 29508 bygun Sle @y T T sl i 0 86,0
Reading From: Desert, 2002, drawing on photographs, 16 parts 21x30 cm each

T70 AR 70 T M0 7R N7 NK L1969 1'TNa 17711 (Wi 70 *
LSy o Lgsadlg 1ntlg Jlwl o Lgsadly VAT Laws 6 indy o Lasg s J s 07100
Tal Shoshan born in Haifa, 1969. Mother born in Israel, her ., 21l y o Laslly

parents born in Turkey; Father born in Morocco




Tal Shoshan Ligd Jlb qwiw 70

X2 N"D 30x12 ,71T'N* 16 N1 MTOD,017°X '11 7V D1Y™M,2002 ,13TN 17N X7

Q@ Tyxy. B._\_>|9 lSAB_\J-s 1 ‘4"_|«£|)_C959$ 5)9_.@ L,J_c Q) g0 ,;‘)_»_.a_” 1OR B;bj
Reading From: Desert, 2002, drawing on photographs, 16 parts 21x30 cm each




Irit Hemmo gq.> <oyl 1N MY

n"D 71x51 ,71T'N' 5 N1 7N7T0,1{77'N112 7V DN 11,2002 ,(1V) 02

@ 01xV) LSloygd e @i gyg T+ - T.(IV) o>
Jeff, (IV), 2002, carbon paper on formica, 51x71cm

co o | MIANT 7NN T DTN, 7Y T AMI.1961 DYWL AT 1NN 71TV *

el o Lguadly ;l—JJ.:_‘I‘)_wl aullon o Laladlg VAT o anng | -

Irit Hemmo born in Jerusalem, 1961. Parents born in Israel, their parents . | .11/,

born in Morocco and Palestine.



Tal Shohat Lls¢d Js vNIW 7D

N"D 90x90,]117711NW D17X¥711,2002 ,TINT11D X77

e q-x4q- L)A_y‘l ;94;:" 0)gu g7 019_‘.; 092
Untitled, 2002, B&W photograph, 90x90 cm



Eli Fatal Jls LI ‘700 '7x

X7 TV TIT:017'X ,ANY "1 :112°X DD 125%x165 ,]127711NY D17XT1,2002 ,'7'7Y 1j71'T
il oy e 1w V103D 10 o X9 a9 aw¥Ly bygass T o+ T low dysyg
[SHae adl poguns

Negative Portrait, 2002, B/W photograph, 165x125 cm, make-up: Yarin Shahaf,

photography: David Adika

10, 7KW T 17X 1IN YT M0, 7R N7 INK L1974 07w T711 700 YR *
il e ondly Jsl sl o asndlg VAVE Guasll Jaady Jlae L .zxy 17
Eli Fatal bornin Jerusalem, 1974. Mother born in Israel, her .31, =1l ;0 0atlg 1a_1lg

parents born in Palestine; Father born in Israel, his parents born in Iraq
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Netta Harari s,l,0 glas 1771 VDI

N"D 90x60 ,YV 7V |DW ,2002 711D X'77

o 1o s Gle ey T Tglgie gy
Untitled, 2002, Oil on Wood, 60x90 cm

g_.Jc._g AR 10, 7R TV 11X, 1Y710 TTTY7T DX L1970 T 17711 10 VD1 *
o0 Laadly T Tlg . Juslw] o Laatlgg Taites im0 Lgiadly VAV 5oy 6 cin Ty S (g
Netta Harari born in Yahoud (Israel), 1970. Mother born in Poland; Father .;q.ll

born in Israel, his parents born in Yemen
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Netta Harari s,l,0 glas 1771 VDI

N"D 30x19,YV 7V |DW ,2002 711D X'77

o VUTR s Gl ey T T plaie g
Untitled, 2002, Oil on Wood, 19x30 cm
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Zamir Shatz wild ,u0; YW 'DT

7100 717701 1MDWT713 (7073) 7K 17'010 017,777 19:30 ,1X7T'11,2002 ,XNX 7W (1)'Xi1
il clila g golbasiiatos JL) . drswgs dlog il da.6: )4 a6 - T ¥l 6y05>
Nothing Like Mom, 2002, video, 19:30 minutes, loop, Music: Eyal Goldstien & Micha Frank

05 WADT7 TN 7KW T TN IR T INX 1969 TNID Y1171 T711 YW ' DT *

2 o 0ally Ty Ll sal a 0Tlg ol o aiadly ) AT8 oyt g€ b ady s L

tFTEl A= ol i k| 'l! FIE a0 R °F & FiF Zamir Shatz born in Kibbutz Kineret, 1969. Mother born in Yemen; Father .La3¥%
™n I:..I ARS8 F1 IETT ame s born in Israel, his parents born in Latvia
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Zamir Shatz wild ,u0; YW 'DT

71010 17701 1MDYT71 (703) 7K :1i7'011 017,777 19:30 ,IXT11,2002 ,XNX 7Y (1)'Xi1
d_vbﬁ chilo 9 u{LhASJAJgL JL_:! (g0 d“_bg_\:\u“ daydy VAT rERe:} JeT P‘Xl Byy>
Nothing Like Mom, 2002, video, 19:30 minutes, loop, Music: Eyal Goldstien & Micha Frank




Rami Maymon ygaw0 l, 1100 "M

X"J N"D 42x29 , 717N 2,711VN D17X7N,2001 ,(Agent) IMImd X77

o TAET g oy )a>g diid bygn (Agent) ylgic pgau
Untitled (Agent), 2001, manipulated photograph, 29x42 ¢cm each



Rami Maymon ygaw0 l, 1100 "M

X"J N"D 42x29 MT'N* 2,711YN D17¥71,2001 ,(Agent) TNTI1D X77

@ TAXET gy o>y duid bygun (Agent) oleie e
Untitled (Agent), 2001, manipulated photograph, 29x42 ¢cm each
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Miriam Cabessa Lw..S ;0 11D1> DN

(b10) N"D 190x70 ,D'1TN 7V 1N ,1998 ,(N'NIN) TINTD X77

Untitled (Mummy), 1998, oil on masonite, 70x190 cm (detail)

sba dla W sea g L ulS £, o 196617100 ,71i717277117711,101D DN *
Miriam Cabessa born in Casablanca, 1966 411 L, =1/




Miriam Cabessa Lw..S ;0 11D1> DN

Nn"D 70x190 ,L'11TN 7V 1NY ,1998 ,(i1"M1N) TN X77

Untitled (Mummy), 1998, oil on masonite, 190x70cm




David Adika [Syace aéls X777V TIT

Nn"D 80x100 ,V1X D17XT1,2002 ,(71i7"'N112) M X77

o Ax) e diglabygun T T (LSlayed) loie g
Untitled (formica), 2002, color photograph, 100x80 cm

TU70 PAX GIXDODYTD CTY7T M0, 7KW TTTY7T DX 1970 DYWL T X 7TV 11T *
o0 aiatlg laJlg sl o asatlg VAV jua bl da Jg S ae s éls .10
David Adika, born in Jerusalem, 1970. Mother born in .Ls—w y0 0atly yli s, S

Israel, her parents born in Kurdistan; Father born in Syria




David Adika [Shace aéls X771V TIT

Nn"D 80x100 ,V1X D17XT1,2002 ,(71i7"'N112) M X77

e Ax) e diglo ygan T T U(LS0Layed) plgic o
Untitled (formica), 2002, color photograph, 100x80 cm



Meir Franco 455,46 ;.50 171710 71'XN

N"D 67x102 ,J1"2127 7V DY ,2001 ,(NJTW 11I'X X INTIWN D17X) TINT1D X77

o ) T 2l e ey 7o) (Jage ¥s Jge all o) olsic og
Untitled (God pauses but does not forget), 2001, oil on glass, 102x67 cm

LSy gyl 8 2ty o-SG1 8 ;150 .2000-1954 .10 DR T711 17100 A 'kD K

Meir Franco born in Izmir (Turkey), 1954-2002 .T--7-)40%




T1'D127 7V MW ,2000 ,TNT1D X77

e OxA zley le ey Tro e glaie paas
Untitled, 2000, oil on glass, 50x85 c¢m




Alice Klingman yle2.lS o Ji nA1777 DX

D770 3 N1 170 ,N"D 150x120 V1Y D17¥71,2002 ,Left Over :11mn
)Y'X\O"PL\_\&;"“O‘QAJ_NJ_\»" ‘&_‘.9J..<>5)9_.4‘T»-T‘Left0ver

From: Left Over, 2002, color photograph, 3 part series, 120x150 cm

wads o lenidS o I 7NN T 7 .1963 T3 M1 AT711 1NA17 {7 DX *
Alice Keligman born in Kiryat Gat (Israel), ., 21l yo laladly VAT wl> b, S 8

1963. Parents born in Morocco




Alice Klingman yle2.lS o Ji nA1777 DX

217 ,7INX 7177, 18T11,1997 No. 1
&_bg_\lu“ Ba>lgdaiéygnns ) 44V .No. 1

No. 1, 1997, video, one minute, loop
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Mosh Kashi  &lS jhgo WXy WIN
Nn"D 180 D17 ,N"D 190 11113 ,DINN TN YV 7V 7'7M7X1 1Nw 1997 ,Double Via

o WA plaall g 18- e Lan ¥l dagy o S by (s Le ), Slg sy Double Via

Double Via, 1997, oil and acrylic on wood, cone: h190 cm, @180 cm

TU7 IR GT7NNT M0 YT M, 7KW T INKR L1960 DY7WIN T711 TWX7 WIN *

o0 aiatly latly Jil ) o asally VAT ua 811 a0 g o WIS GJug w 7RIV
Mosh Kashiborn in Jerusalem, 1960. Mother bornin . 5l, 21l ;0 0atlg (0,2 1lg Lygaw

Israel, her parents born in Syria and Morocco; Father born in Iraq
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Tal Matzliah Llwio JUs n'7xn 70

Nn"D 100x117 ,YV 7V 11 7V 1N ,2002 ,71'NITNI 1IV1AX{T [2A7N0N
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The Revolutionary Colored with Easterness, 2002, oil on canvas on wood, 117x100 cm
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Tal Matzliah born in Kibbutz Kfar Aza, 1961. Mother born in Israel, .3/,21l » Jls0

her parents born in Poland; Father born in Israel, his parents born in Iraq
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Deferring Language as a Theme in the Work of Mizrahi Artists 184 Untitled (Do not accuse, lawbreaker, fear what it brings out), 2002, drawing on paper, 36x42 cm





